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the ten relators of his hundred Tales any marked or peculiar
characters ; nor, though there are male and female in company,
can the sex of the narrator be distinguished in the narration.
To have followed the method of Chaucer might have been of
use, but could scarcely be adopted, from its difficulty ; and
to have taken that of the Italian writer would have been
perfectly easy, but could be of no service : the attempt at union
therefore has been relinquished, and these relations are submitted
to the public, connected by no other circumstance than their
being the productions of the same author, and devoted to the
same purpose, the entertainment of his readers.

It has been already acknowledged, that these compositions
have no pretensions to be estimated with the more iofty and
heroic kind of poems, but I feel great relu&ance in admitting
that they have not a fair and legitimate claim to the .poetic
character. In vulgar estimation, indeed, all that is not prose
passes for poetry , but I have not ambition of so humble a kind
as to be satisfied with a concession which requires nothing in
the poet, except his ability for counting syllables , and I trust
something more of the poetic character will be allowed to the
succeeding pages than what the heroes of the Dunciad might
share with the author; nor was I aware that by describing, as
faithfully as I could, men, manners, and things, I was forfeiting
a just title to a name which has been freely granted to many
whom to equal, and even to excel, is but very stinted com-
mendation.                                                 *

In this case it appears that the usual comparison between
poetry and painting entirely fails : the artist who takes an
accurate likeness of individuals, or a faithful representation of
scenery, may not rank so high in the public estimation as one
who paints an historical event, or an heroic action ; but he is
nevertheless a painter, and his accuracy is so far from diminishing
his reputation, that it procures for him in general both fame
and emolument j nor is it perhaps with strict justice determined
that the credit and reputation of those verses which strongly
and faithfully delineate charadler and manners, should be
lessened in the opinion of the public by the very accuracy
which gives value and distinction to the productions of the
pencil.

Nevertheless, it must be granted that the pretensions of any